
Be Kind – Work Hard – Dream Big  

An eager group of 12 receptions were welcomed as new members of our school  
community in week 1.  This group of children along with new students  Ozzy, Elijah, 
Jyereece, Biancca and Porcia have spent the last three weeks developing 
relationships with the educators and establishing routines as part of school life that 
started them  on the path to becoming powerful learners. 

Every  child is a member of a learning community within which they are supported by a 
team of educators to engage with and progress their learning. 

• Foundations  & Year Ones  - Jaymee Harkness, Vanessa Maxwell,  Georgia    Revill 
and Rachael Rout 

• Year Ones & Year Twos - Kathy Lang, Vanessa Maxwell, Tracy Eady, Rachel Rout 
and Shani    Henderson. 

• Special Options - Haidee Allen, Vanessa Maxwell, Mel Griffith, and Billie Jones . 

• Year Threes & Year Fours -  Emma Brown, Nicole Copping, Tracy Eady, Brody Allison, 
Trudy Horsburgh, Michelle McKinnon and Kath Blacketer. 

•Year  Fours  & Year Fives -  Karissa Schultz, Nicole Copping and Kath Blacketer. 

• Year Fives & Year Sixes - Jayde Peacock, Rachel Beavis and Rachel Larsen. 

Some  staff changes to our community this year: Shalene Venn will be this year’s 
Student Wellbeing Coordinator and Nurture teacher.     The partnerships between 
families and the schools are enhanced by an inherent trust in each other (children, 
parents and educators) and the knowledge that every member of the  community is 
competent. 

As a school community Melaleuca Park holds the belief that children are: competent, 
powerful and rich in potential.  Learning begins from birth and happens in relationship 
with each other.  The commitment as an educating community is to involve children, 
parents/caregivers and teacher as active participants in learning, growth and 
development. 

We welcome our new families to our school community and invite you to actively 
participate with us.  With the start of the school year we remind families that change 
can be difficult for children and young people.  I ask that families work together with 
educators to support children as they adjust to the expectations of their class.  We 
have high expectations for your child’s learning and it may at times be difficult for 
children to believe that they can meet these expectations.  Our children can 
communicate their fear and anxieties in any  manner of ways. 

If you have any concerns with regard to your child’s learning please make an 
appointment with their teacher, please refer to the parent conduct leaflet if you have 
any queries.                                  

Erica Hurley 

COMING EVENTS 

27 February Tuesday 

Fundraiser tea at the South 
Eastern 345 Naracoorte 
Camp 6.00pm 

No playgroup today 
 

5 & 6 March  

SACA Cricket Sessions for 
56’s 
 

11 March Monday 

Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
 

13, 14, 15  & 18, 19, 20 March 

NAPLAN 
 

15 March Friday 

Assembly  2.40 
 

18 March Monday 

Governing Council 5.30 
 

19 March  Tuesday 

56’s  Active8  at Wulanda 
 

21 March Thursday 

Harmony Day 
 

22 March Friday 

SAPSASA Athletics  
(MGHS) 
 

26,27,28 March 

345 Naracoorte Camp 
 

29 March Friday 

Good Friday Public Holiday 
 

1 APRIL Monday  

Easter Monday Public  
Holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Melaleuca Park Primary School community acknowledges the Boandik people as the traditional 
custodians of the land that we live, work, learn and play on. 

61 Boandik Terrace, Mount Gambier 
Telephone: 8725 1404 

  dl.1020.info@schools.sa.edu.au  
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Seven Little Wonders 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08 February 2024 

The PaperBoats make works for 
children from scratch over a 2-3 
year period.  They began 
the Seven Little 
Wonders   project with an urge to 
pay homage to the wonder and 
power of art and creation. 
The title of the work was inspired 
by Sir Isaac Newton’s discovery 
in the 17th Century that white 
light could be split into the 
colours of the rainbow using a 
prism. 
Because seven was a magical 
and mystical number in those 
times, Newton imagined that he 
saw seven colours in the rainbow 
(red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo and violet) which 
beautifully coincided with his 
observation that there are seven 
notes in the musical scale. 
Newton suggested that light, 
colour, music and sound might be 
all parts of a whole; that they 
were fundamentally 
intertwined. 
We now know that that is not the 
case but we loved the idea that 
music, sound, colour and 
light  belong to another and that 
when they play together in 
human company they cause us to 
dance, connect, synchronize and 
find expression and joy through 
art and creation. 
Seven Little Wonders   was 
created in Mt Gambier by The 
PaperBoats in partnership with 
Country Arts SA,  employing 
experienced local professional 
performer/theatre-makers, 
Sarah Broekensha and Gavin 
Clarke. 
 



Uniform 

 
Dean Waihape 
Dean, we are so proud of the great week you have 
had this week.  You have been using safe hands and 
safe words and have listened to the teachers.  Keep 
up the great work! 

Damon Parson 
For such an amazing  start to school.  You should be 
very proud of how well you have settled into school 
and the fantastic effort your have put into your 
learning.  Well done Damon! 

Harlie Delaney 
For a great start to the school year.  You have 
demonstrated confidence within the class and are 
great role model and friend to our new receptions.  
Keep up the great work! 

Katie Pratt 
What an amazing start to the year.  You are using all 
the school values.  You are a kind and respectful 
class member.  You take pride in your work and get it 
done quickly and neatly.  Congratulations on a 
great start to the school year. 

Dylan Redden 
It’s a pleasure to have you in our class.  You are kind 
and thoughtful of others.  You get involved in class 
discussions and activities.  You have been giving 
your learning your best effort.  Well done Dylan. 

Jenny Tun 
For always working hard and being kind to others. 

Luka Shaw 
For a positive start to the year.  We are really 
enjoying watching you build your confidence in both 
your learning and interacting with others. 

Benjamin Richardson 
For a fantastic start to the new school year in the 
classroom.  The effort you have been putting in has 
been amazing and really demonstrates out school 
value of work hard.  Keep it up and we are sure to 
have an excellent school year. 

Porcia Major 
For demonstrating amazing resilience starting a 
new school.  You have seamlessly fit into the 
classroom and demonstrated straight away that 
you can follow the school values.  Welcome to 
Melaleuca Park Primary School. 

Excellence Awards 

Our uniform consist of a navy jumper, navy and teal or 
navy polo shirt, navy pants/shorts/skirt and a navy and 
white check summer dress.   

Sneakers, shoes and sandals are appropriate footwear.  
Slip on shoes, thongs or shoes with high heels are not 
acceptable as they can cause a safety issue to students. 

 

 

 

Daily Timetable 

8:00-8:30 Breakfast Club available for all students 

8:30-8:45 Yard supervision 

8:45 Bell School commences  

8:45-9:30 Discovery time 

9:30-10:00 Circle time & Fruit break 

10:00-11:15 Learning Block 1 

11:15-11:45 Recess 

11:45-1:00 Learning Block 2 

1:00-1:10 Eating lunch in class 

1:10-1:40 Lunch 

1:40-3:10 Learning Block 3 

3:10 Dismissal 

Mobile Phones 

Student use of personal devices at school: 
All students are required to keep their personal devices ‘off 
and away’ between the start and end of each school day 
and while they are attending authorised school activities 
off-site, such as camps and excursions.                                                 
Students may only access their personal devices during 
these times if they have received an 
approved exemption from their school to use the device for 
a specific, agreed reason.                                                                                                               
Access refers to both physical access, including wearing 
any wearable technology that fits the definition of 
personal devices in this policy, and remote access, such as 
connecting other technology to the personal device’s 
hotspot or using headphones that are paired to the 
personal device. 

https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-policies/student-use-of-mobile-phones-and-personal-devices-policy#exemptions


Year 5/6  Adelaide Camp 

12 February—15 February 2024 

  



Resilience Project 



Kimochis 



Student Home Internet Access Program 

Free home internet access 
Students and families who have inadequate or no access to internet at home are eligible to 
apply for a free internet connection to support learning.  
There are 2 options available to eligible families: 
• wireless internet access from the Department for Education through the student home 

internet program 
• NBN broadband internet access until December 2025 from the Australian Government 

through the School Student Broadband Initiative. 
You might be eligible if you: 
• have a school aged child 
• don’t have reliable home internet access or have no active NBN broadband connection. 
Find out more about what options are available and how parents and carers can apply by 

visiting the department’s website.  

Peanut Allergy Alert 

ALERT: There may be the odd chance that students might share their 
food.  To prevent an allergic reaction with one of our students this year 
we recommended that students not bring sandwiches that contain 
peanut paste to school.    

Headlice 

There has been several cases of head lice found in the school. We wish to inform you about this incident as you may 
want to check your child’s hair. 

If eggs or lice are present your child may return to school when s/he has been treated. We ask that you treat all 
members of the family and also suggest that you wash sheets, towels and soft toys to reduce the risk of further 
infestations. 

Thank you for your assistance in eliminating this annoying pest. 

School Card 

School Fees are due.  If you need to discuss payment options please contact Trudy Horsburgh on 8725 1404 .  
If you need to apply for school card please call the school for further information or go online to fill in the                          
application, alternatively please check your child’s bag for a School Card form to be filled in and returned ASAP. 

SunSmart 

During Terms 1, 3 and 4 (this is when the UV Index level reaches 3 and above) all students need to have a 
SunSmart hat. 
SunSmart hats are broad-brimmed hats, bucket hats, or legionnaire style hats. A SunSmart hat not only               
protects the face, head, neck and ears, it  can also reduce the amount of UV radiation  reaching the eyes by 50 %.  
         
 
 
 
 
 
         Broad- brimmed                                                                              Bucket                                                                                              

Legionnaire Style 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/students/curriculum-and-learning/student-home-internet


Golf 

Term 1 



Story Dogs 

Melaleuca Park Primary school is very excited to have returning two of our regular visitors to school to help our 
students with their reading.  Helen Williams and Miss Maggie will be visiting every Tuesday morning to help in our 
3/4 class.   

Also Helen Cottier and Ace are returning  every Monday morning to help our year 2’s in the year 1/2 class. 

The Story Dogs program partners with the classroom teachers to help students with their reading.  

Helen and Miss Maggie will help the same 4 students each week as will Helen and Ace. The students will come out of 
their Classroom and sit one-on-one with the Story Dogs  and read to them because they love to listen and will not 
mind if the student makes a few mistakes.  The Story Dogs just want to have a fun time so that books and reading 
become a joyful experience.  

Miss Maggie is a long haired Border Collie who is now four years old. She loves dog obedience and agility and 
chasing her ball.  She has a lot of doggie friends that she meets regularly for runs and loves to chase them all and 
round them all up just like a working dog does, as Border Collies are bred for herding livestock.  

Miss Maggie adores the students that she has worked with over the previous two years. Miss Maggie loved playing 
the (two feet game) that she played with the 
students at the end of the reading session, and 
the students love this game just as much as she 
does.    Miss Maggie is scared of the school bell 
and is nervous walking across the school yard 
because she thinks the bell is going to make that 
very loud noise!  

If you see Miss Maggie in the school yard please 
approached slowly, Miss Maggie likes the 
students to introduce themselves by not rushing 
up to her and crowding her, so please put your 
hand out with a clenched fist then approach her 
one person at a time, then stand still while she 
sniffs your clenched fist, then you can slowly pat 
her under her chin. Remember no hugs only Pats 
for all dogs.  

 

 Ace was as Rescue dog, he was found wandering 
the streets in 2016 when he was about four years old.  

Ace is now about twelve years old and he is a Kelpie.   He went to dog school in his early years, going through to grade 
five then we enjoyed trialling for a while.   

Ace is also a therapy dog who in the past made time to visit people in hospitals.  

 

If you are interested in volunteering in this rewarding 
program, please contact the Coordinator  Helen Williams: 
helenw@storydogs.org.au  
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